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B IN THIS TALK

- Honorificity and gender
5 + Encoding the addressee in the

syntactic spine
-+ Some insights on language change
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TWO KINDS OF HONORIFICS

s e,

—— 7 %) PO ox

Pronominal DP-honorifics

! Latin: UOS . Spanish: Vuestra Senoria

P Spanish: usted . Italian: Vossignoria (o.f.), Sua
Italian: voi, lei | Maesta, Sua Santita

_ French: vous Romanian: Excelenta Voastra
‘ Portuguese: vocé French: Votre honneur R
‘ Portuguese Vossa Exceléncia: S
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-+ Italian Voi, Lei (person, number, gender) b
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' 2 Voi= 2PL (now only restricted to some areas)

s
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' Lei= 3sG.F (later addition to the Italian system)
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4 Voi

1. Voi siete

= _ YOU.2PL.HON are.2PL

‘

2. Vous _etes
yOUu.2PL.HON are.2PL

SOME AGREEMENT PATTERNS

‘bella/ -0

‘beautiful.F.SG/M.SG
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1. Voi siete bella/—o [IT]
yOu.2PL.HON are.2PL beautiful.F.SG/M.SG"* ©
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. /3 | GENERALIZATION: THE VERB AGREES WITH /0],
\% |/THE ADJECTIVE AGREES WITH THE REFERENT
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you.2PL are.2PL ‘beautiful. M.PL
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‘+ Pronouns do not constitute a unitary class but
are of different types depending on the mode -
~ o of language of which they are the signs. Some
¢ belong to the syntax of a language, others are
.\t / characteristics of what we shall call “instances

of discourse”, that is, the discreet and always
unique acts by which the language is

actualized in speech by a speaker 5
(Benvemste 1971 21'7)'* B M,‘?i’?“f:f
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| Il faut voir que la défir nition
ordinaire des pronoms personnels

comme contenant les trois termes
7e, tu, tl, y abolit justement la

notion de "personne’. Celle-c1 est

propre seulement a je/tu, et fait
 defaut dans il.
[Benveniste 196 6:251 ]




In sum:

“Person” belongs only to I/you,
and 1s lacking in s/he.’
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- It is thus necessary to stress this point: I can only :
be identified by the instance of discourse that .. 7~ "

\Vh

. ~  contains it and by that alone. [...] the form of
i has no linguistic existence except in the act of
I speaking in which it is uttered. There is thus a
* " combined double instance in this process: the
> instance of I as referent and the instance of
discourse containing I as a referee”

+ (Benvemste 1971: 218)
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-+ The definition can now be stated precisely as: | F
I is the individual who utters the present . L
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instance of discourse containing the linguistic

instance I” (Benveniste 1971: 218)
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One thing is the referent, one
thing is the syntactic (pht) feature

How does the referent get encoded
in syntax?
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OLD QUESTION = w“
-+ We see overt agreement — in a simple Y- i
& model, where the “semantics” is inserted -~ . -

post-syntactically and compositionally, when

3
 do we insert the relevant phi-features?

P
S aalv | sorvon 2

- ALREADY PRESENT > not so fast

L e
g 44} s iy wz,f W
o vi} P n,f o~
N i h,m .:» » ’ f"" ' v ‘.‘
SN R ¢ = "‘Impd 4/¢m.p‘, L . ;
FLIoNE g} ll,m o ,
\ Rt f F 2 ””""f‘ﬂwﬂm’*"ﬂnme AN?I:J AN T




Cpoms: . o
3 ,,.»im- ‘N-:Z %
S B2
!:‘\'f%}i’vk'-f{-«t’.}(s {oa
ooy ‘:‘f“‘{"%ﬂr‘ﬂ";\ﬂ\ s
NﬁQ#ﬂ sl 3
e e o
o WA ricrn Bonan e 1 £
prs sk nvion s 11
AP ool e 51]
- Qb (ivmaor i
7 ":'-'“if’nf. “....0( Y
“‘""_ \,-v.--o‘.__y--' A =
Ao l..g.,',(, YA s T
O vnel v ¢ revates L is
v ire Anels hﬁm\‘km'(r‘
R i ndema Lann
\,-..:z-.-.(;.mg.& e lrefis (il

;.&;y-vy‘.’cf*‘f’—
SRS A




(26)  [Every one of us], thinks we,/they, are intelligent.

(27) PrtlP

I

DP Prtl’
AUTHOR _—

A Prt TP

/\

immediate DP T’

antecedent /\

I VP

TS

every one of us /\

cP

- W
(@&

immediate antecedent

KEY CONCEPT:

either/or, Collins &
Postal (2012):
ADDRESSEE head

AdjP
intelligent




a. First person pronoun

DP
/\
D

TIME PN

/\
N
MAN

D is the determiner head, encoding TIME

pro-SIT is a pronominal situation variable (valued deictically, in the absence of an
antecedent)

AT is a relational head, which maps its complement to its specifier (it states whether its
complement is at the location of its specifier -at the utterance location)

MAN is more or less [+human]

HOW TO READ THIS:
e 1st person denotes a human being who is at the UTTERANCE LOCATION (i.e. at the location
OF THE SPEAKER)
e 2nd person: a human being who is not at the UTTERANCE LOCATION (i.e. not at the
location of the speaker).

b. Second person pronoun

Gruber 2013 (building
on Wiltschko):
indexical component
In pronouns




| tparticipant

Ist person [+auth, -part]
2nd person [-auth, +part]
3rd person [-auth, -part]

Deixis is directly
encoded in
person pronouns

F 7P
+author

Terenghi
(2023:93)
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CAN WE SAY THAT VOI IS 2PL.F/M? .

. - Agreement with aux M > plural agreement ~ ©

“ -+ Agreement with adjective gender concord
- with referent

' - Agreement with part1c1p1e it 1s singular, Vot
- behaves like tu

1 So:is Voi singular or plural? If it is smgular N
*‘@‘ where does the aux take plural from/? i ”‘”““:’w

-w“l Bor vomy

/ Wi " b f)m't% ey %I)’yﬂ L
NENAILF. SN ,., ¢} 4W "':, 4
3 i SATR f‘ b "”“"f """'M@’m A ASON TN A e s n\‘h.-“'ihv




+ participant

+ HONDx DP

F 7P
[+DX]

r
T sister of Mary/girl with the white shirt




(26)  [Every one of us], thinks we,/they, are intelligent.

(27)

PrtlP

I

DP
AUTHOR
A

immediate
antecedent

Prtl’

B ™
Prt
T Ry

DpP T

/\

6 VP
every one of us /\
T \Y% CP

/\
A C

immediate antecedent

Extend the idea: T
picks closest,
adjective & pp
picks referent

At least adj and
pp have the
same behavior

AdjP
intelligent
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7 EITHER OR/BOTH e

ey o WA }
Y E L WO o
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You meet your old (male) boss. He says: I had a Very |
adventurous life after we parted. You reply: "Yes, .." . 61

‘10;,L 'ho trovat-a/(*-o) cambiat- a/-0

YOou.3SG.HON= L.HAVE found.sG.F changed-SG.F/SG. M
‘Ttind you changed’ |
11 *L’ho trovato cambiata

12 *V1 ho trovata cambiata (for a man)
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Qualtrics
n= 617

i In effetti si, I'ho trovato cambiato [ In effetti si, I'ho trovata cambiata

) In effetti si, I'ho trovata cambiato [} In effetti si, I'ho trovato cambiata




Qualtrics
n= 617

B si, & vero, U'ho trovata dimagrita i si. & vero, U'ho trovato dimagrita B si, & vero, U'ho trovata dimagrito
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(26)  [Every one of us], thinks we,/they, are intelligent.

(27)

PrtlP

I

DP
AUTHOR
A

immediate
antecedent

Prtl’

B ™
Prt
T Ry

DpP T

/\

6 VP
every one of us /\
T \Y% CP

/\
A C

immediate antecedent

Extend the idea: T
picks closest,
adjective & pp
picks referent

At least adj and
pp have the
same behavior

AdjP
intelligent
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A Mariacarmela DellArcipre, vii  qqual!
part Mariacarmela Dell’Arciprete come here

Tu, Mariacarmela DellArcipre, vi'  qqua!
you, Mariacarmela Dell’Arciprete come here

Tu, surells do Marijs, vii  qqua!
you, sister of Mary come here
A Bid

part Bianca

‘Bianca!’-voc

Tu ngho la majetta bbiangho! [Abruzzese]
you with the white t-shirt!
“You girl with the white t-shirt’!- voc
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B In effetti si, I'ho trovato cambiate [ In effetti si, l'ho trovata cambiata

B In effetti si, I'ho trovata cambiato [ In effetti si, 'ho trovato cambiata




B si. quel giorno vi ho trovata cambiato [l 51, quel gioro vi ho trovata camblata

B si, quel giorno vi ho trovato cambiata




B In effetti si, 'ho trovato cambiato [l In effetti si, I'ho trovata cambiata

B In effetti si, 'ho trovata cambiato ([l In effetti si, 'ho trovato cambiata . Sua Santita, d mangiare di piti. L'ho trovato molto dimagrt Ita

B 5ua Santita, deve mangiare di pit. L'ho trovata molto dimagrita stavolta

B 5ua Santita, deve mangiare di pitl. L'ho trovata molto dimagrito stavolta
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2 ‘He (next to me), he (next to you), he (far from both)’

14 Chiste, chisse, . chille
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’She (next to me), she (next to you), she (far from both)’
ik

15 Queste/quesse/ quelle : ’ i

A DSE ] ” - 505 f“?} If'"n S "ui,rf" RA% ey s
/ M,smr",;,,

56 RS e o ‘"‘Yx;n:sﬂ SepinEscty o pi i LHIRE B

. ST PR ENO T Sl ( *" e uperes foo Al ot S Noiad

| AST P AN T 85T O f f", "’f“&’ﬂ‘ﬁﬁi‘ A‘A!l-dmmwlg’ff_ 3




a) o b eitifaney rom wps /<
Mjw ?'{M 2R

R S\ , il P ) 3 Y Wiyt v 5 ) RSl N

7 Sy , v b ~a

ey BN i\ 4 A 3 DM SO EVR VY P Finls +-v~.u~4 e aWorfrs —‘p a)
' ! f _,,,..,‘g.,} £ st st senrd) o A1) .;.pm'

Y i | g
} o AN E i lle itaTe sy Ard
flats AmdA t,w_ﬁ,,-"’m Al ps
]\l K
§v o 7 ire i apes L Y ',fmdwr.v’,
[O CONCLUDE A
i(''» . [ S ey N Hren s,
Th wfapsrt o i}
. i

-+ The HON feature is a separate feature

+ It impacts the agreement patterns oy
2 - Itisrelated to gender (in Romance)

' F + Itis not a purely deictic feature

+ Dx is where change penetrates the
otherwise stable pronominal system

+ Benveniste had got it all right!
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